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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To protect the privacy without deteriorating a sense of presence by 
providing a function to detect a human face part out of an image which is newly 
inputted from a camera and a function to individually control the coding of the 
image data on the detected face part. 

CONSTITUTION: An inter-frame difference computing part 22 calculates the 
difference to the image that is previously fetched into a frame memory 21, and 
this obtained difference image is inputted to a face area searching part 23. 
Then the position where the difference value is larger than the specific value 
is vertically searched from the right and left upper ends of the image toward 
the right and left directions. Thus the upper, left and right ends of the face 
area are detected. An area comparing part 25 checks the size and the position 
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of the face and compares these checking results with the precedent ones to send 
the precedent face area information or the detected one to a coding control 
part 12. The video data inputted to a video data delaying part 26 are delayed 
by a specific time and then inputted to a video coding part 4 synchronously 
with the timing when the face area information is sent to the part 12 from the 
part 25. 
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